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May 19, 1989
UM TO HONOR AWARD WINNERS MAY 31
MISSOULA —
Eight University of Montana professors, three staff members,
an administrator and a volunteer have won awards for which
they'll be honored at a banquet Wednesday, May 31.

They are:

$2,500 Burlington Northern Awards, given to full-time
tenured or tenure-track faculty members for accomplishments
between July 1, 1987, and June 30, 1988:

Foreign languages and

literatures Professor Horst Jarka and history Professor David
Emmons for scholarship and creative activities and history
Professor Richard Drake for teaching.
Jarka, who began teaching German language and literature at
UM in 1959, specializes in Austrian literature.

After 10 years

of research, he wrote the 567-page book "Jura Soyfer:
and Times."

Life, Work

Subsidized by the Austrian government and published

in 1987, the book is a critical biography and discussion of the
literary works of an Austrian writer who died in the Buchenwald
concentration camp in 1939.

The oldest Viennese newspaper hailed

Jarka's book as the book of the month in March 1988.
Emmons, on UM's faculty since 1967, wrote the recently
published book "The Butte Irish:

Class and Ethnicity in an

American Mining Town, 1875-1925."

The book won the Statue of

Liberty/Ellis Island Centennial Award.

more
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workers, he's begun researching a book on the Irish in the
Western United States from 1890 to 1960.
His courses include "The Irish," "America's Immigrants,"
"The Industrialization of American Society," "The Age of the
Civil War" and "The Americans:

The 19th Century."

Drake, at UM since 1982, teaches courses in modern European
history, modern European intellectual history, Italy from Dante
to the present, and terrorism in Europe since the French
Revolution.

When he began teaching the terrorism course in 1982,

45 students enrolled; in fall 1988, the number was 217.
A former lecturer at Princeton University, Drake wrote the
1989 book "The Revolutionary Mystique and Terrorism in
Contemporary Italy."

He spent winter quarter in Rome, where his

projects included researching a book about the trials of the
killers of Italian political leader Aldo Moro.
$1,000 Distinguished Teacher Awards:

Psychology Professor

Jim Walsh and philosophy Associate Professor Richard Walton.
Walsh, who joined UM's faculty in 1972 and is the former
chairman of the psychology department, teaches applied
statistics, psychological measurement and program evaluation.
His book "Quality Care for Tough Kids," set for fall 1989
release, is about foster care for especially deprived children.
Published by the Child Welfare League of America, the book
summarizes 10 years of work Walsh has done with his wife, UM
graduate student Roberta Walsh.
more
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Walton, on UM's faculty since 1969, specializes in ancient
philosophy and ethics.

He co-founded the Institute of Medicine

and Humanities, cosponsored by UM and St. Patrick Hospital with
the aim of making medical practice more humane, and is on the
institute's executive board.
$1,000 Distinguished Scholar Award:

Bart O'Gara,

leader of

the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit since 1978,
researches wildlife problems, directs the training of graduate
students in wildlife science, and advises agencies about managing
wildlife.
O'Gara is overseeing the doctoral research of two students
in China studying barking deer and wild yak; a student working on
a management plan for wild artiodactyls in the Northwest Frontier
Province of Pakistan; and a student studying the muntjac, a small
deer, in Taiwan.
In 1987, O'Gara won the Interior Department’s Meritorious
Service Award and in 1988 was cited by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service for his work as leader of the Northern Rocky Mountain
Wolf Recovery Team.
$100 Most Inspirational Faculty Award:

English Professor

Gerry Brenner was chosen for this award by Silent Sentinel, a
senior honor society that polls graduating seniors.

On UM's

faculty since 1968, he specializes in American and British
literature, authors Ernest Hemingway and Anton Chekhov, the
novel, editing and psychoanalytic criticism.

more
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Author of the books "Ernest Hemingway" and "Concealments in
Hemingway's Works," Brenner was a Fulbright senior lecturer of
American literature in Skopje, Yugoslavia, in 1980-81.

Brenner's

name will be engraved on a plaque in UM's Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Library.
$100 Administrative Service Award:

Sheila Stearns of

Glendive, who became vice president for university relations in
July 1988, is UM's former alumni director.

This academic year,

she has been a major link between UM and the state Legislature,
commissioned a survey to assess how UM is perceived in Montana,
coordinated a tour of eastern Montana by UM faculty and
administrators, and initiated a campus-wide marketing council.
$100 Outstanding Academic Advising Award:

Geography

Professor Darshan Kang advises undergraduate and graduate
students in general studies, geography, anthropology, forestry,
environmental studies and education.

On UM's faculty since 1972,

he specializes in spatial analysis, hydrometeorology and the
geography of water resource management.
Employees of the Quarter Awards:

Leota Fred, administrative

secretary for the philosophy department and humanities program
since 1986, won in fall quarter 1988.

Born in Butte and reared

in Dillon, she graduated from UM in 1978 and taught business for
two years at Inverness High School.
Jo Beck, administrative secretary to the College of Arts and
Sciences dean since 1980, won in winter quarter 1989.
more
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Malta, she graduated from Missoula's Sentinel High School.

She's also

worked in UM's president's office, computer science department,
personnel office and education school.
Pat Murphy, secretary to the forestry school dean since 1977, won
the award this spring quarter.

She began working at UM after finishing

a one-year program at Missoula Business College and has worked all her
17 years at UM in the forestry school.
Outstanding Volunteer Award:

Claire Rhein of Stevensville, who

since 1975 has done volunteer work in UM's archives involving oral
history interviews with former Ambassador Mike Mansfield and other
Montanans.

"The existence and the success of the University's oral

history program is directly attributable to Mrs. Rhein's interest and
over 10,000 hours of instructing, assisting users, and cataloging our
collection -- the largest oral history collection in Montana," Chairman
Bill Farr wrote on behalf of the history department in support of her
nomination.
The Faculty and Staff Awards Banquet, which will be in the
University Center Ballroom, will begin with no-host cocktails at 6 p.m.
Dinner and the awards presentation will be at 7 p.m.

The event will

also honor retiring faculty and staff members.
Tickets cost $9 and will be available through May 26 at the UC
Ticket Office.

###
Contacts:

Marj Smith,

243-5132; Judy Holbrook, 243-6161.
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